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In October 2006 Amanda from Switzerland, a 12-year old high school student, challenged herself by climbing 19,340 feet of Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania last October. She raised over $9,500 for PRF by soliciting sponsorships for her climb from friends, neighbors and schoolmates. 
"The sky was covered in millions of stars and it was amazing. As we were walking up for the first time in my life I saw a shooting star, my mum said, "Quick, wish for something." And I did... I had asked our guide to tell me when I had reached 5000m because that was the height at which I got the money for the Progeria Research Foundation . . . It felt like I was on top of the world. . It was an amazing experience, I learned how to take things as they are and don't complain, and I learned that everything can be luxurious if you keep a positive attitude. It has been the biggest challenge of my life." - Amanda 

And from Amanda's mom: "This experience will stay with her forever and I am convinced this is just the first of many projects for Amanda to help others less fortunate. I do not think she had any idea in the beginning that this project would be so big and touch so many people. We are very proud of her and it has been wonderful to follow the development from the first seed planted. 

It all started when Amanda watched BBC´s documentary on Hayley. For days she was talking about the children suffering from Progeria and playing with different ideas as to how she could be of any help: The contact with Hayley´s mother. The contact with The Progeria Research Foundation. All the many presentations and slide shows in the school. First she was only making the presentation for the middle school (6th, 7th and 8th grades). Soon though, other classes and teachers wanted to hear as well. Making posters. Find sponsors for the climb. Making the interview with the newspaper. Prepare physically for the long climb of Kilimanjaro. Hiking up and down the mountain we live on. Spending hours on the treadmill and joining lots of sports events to be really fit. The climb itself. Collecting the money (took a long time, but every sponsor paid). The final presentation and slide show to tell about the trip. And not to forget the many, many hours she has been talking to various people about the whole project and reason for it. 

Thank you, Amanda - you are someone who has truly made a difference! 






